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TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE: 


Your sons, husbands and brothers who are stand- 
ing today upon the battlefronts are fighting 
for more than victory in war. They are fight- 
ing for e new world of freedom and peace. 


We, upon whom hes been pleced the responsibil- 
ity of leading the American forces, eppeal to 
you with ell possible earnestness to invest ig 
Wer Bonds to the fullest extent of your 
capecity. 


Give us not only the needed implements of war 
but the assurance and backing of a united 
people so necessary to hesten the victory and 
speed the return of your fighting men. 
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TYPE P-150 
for the 24-hour-a-day 
production schedules 


Typically a production iron—where 
a large reserve of heat is required 
at the correct temperature — the 
HEXACON P-150 is extensively used 
in Emerson assembling. Scale-resist- 
ing, high-alloy element core main- 
tains this heat reservoir, while “‘Bal- 
anced Heat”’ design minimizes pre- 
mature burn-outs. 


Utilizing the principle of surface 
radiation, hexagon-shaped barrels 
dissipate up to 20% of excess heat 
when intermittently used. Thus 
there is a reserve heat. for continu- 
ous soldering demands, without ex- 
cessive, life-shortening temperature. 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE 


The complete HEXACON line of screw tip and 
plug tip irons—ranging from 40 watts for light 
soldering work to 700 watts for heavy duty 
production, is described in detail in the HEXA- 
CON catalog. Your copy will be sent promptly 
on request. 


HEXACON ELECTRIC CO. 


137 WEST CLAY AVE., ROSELLE PARK, N. J. 
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The new McBERTY 
AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEM 





LINE RELAY STRIP 












This assembly is composed of the relay equipment for ten 


subscribers lines mounted on a steel strip. sty 


Relay structures are designed to incorporate the various eco 
characteristics required for any standard or special line 


operations, as required. These relays are mounted vertically. tag 





They are then inter-connected circuitwise with "bare wire ph 


multiples," and by "strip cables" of nickel wire insulated with str 


an extruded plastic. of 


Wiring is next brought to a terminal block and circuits are 2 


completed by inter-strip and inter-unit cables. 





The NORTH ELECTRIC MFG. COMPANY 


Galion « Ohio 















[Editer’s Note: This article was pre- 
pared before war restrictions on criti- 
cal materials were applied, however, 
with many telephone companies laying 
plans for postwar rehabilitation and 
construction of central offices it is being 
published at this time so that consid- 
eration can be given to the moderniza- 
tion of business offices.] 


* * * 


HE majority of telephone com- 

panies are progressive in most 

things, but they all seem to neglect 
their executive and business office fur- 
niture. This seems a pity, for old- 
style roll-top wooden desks just do not 
go well with the modern telephone 
equipment now in common use. Neither 
is the use of old type wooden furniture 
economical when we consider the low 
cost and numerous advantages of mod- 
ern design and construction. In this 
article we shall attempt to outline 
briefly some of the numerous advan- 
tages which may be gained by the use 
of modern office furniture in the tele- 
phone exchange. 

The trend in furniture is toward 
streamlining. Both steel and wood lend 
themselves well to the streamlined de- 
signs now so popular in office furniture 
of all kinds. This new furniture is 
durable, inexpensive to maintain and 
the steel type is resistant to fire, 
rodents and humidity. Steel has been 
recognized as the most suitable mate- 
rial for filing cases for over 20 years. 

One’s office reflects the success and 
well-being of his company, and modern 
furniture always indicates a progres- 
sive and enterprising organization. 

Steel furniture may be finished in 
any of the modern popular colors. The 
neutral tone gray finish now used by 
one large manufacturer was perfected 
after over three years of laboratory 
experimenting by research engineers. 
Preliminary laboratory analysis indi- 
cated that gray is an excellent color 
to reduce light absorption, but in the 
lighter tones appears cold and unin- 
Viting. It also increases the amount of 
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Modern Office Furniture 


By RAY BLAIN 
Technical Editor 


Cashiers’ counter suitable for 


glare and makes finger marks more 
noticeable. After considerable experi- 
mentation, it was discovered that the 
blending of certain amounts of turkey 
umber and raw sienna with aluminum 
produced a lacquer neutral in tone which 
reduces light absorption 30 per cent 
and is easy on the eyes and less dis- 
torting to the sense of sight. 

Present-day office furniture, whether 
wooden or steel, should be purchased 
for its utility, as well as for its style. 
This equipment should be 
with a view to maximum comfort for 
the worker, which will increase effi- 
ciency and reduce to a minimum phys- 
ical and mental fatigue. The design 
should not be radical nor futuristic to 
an extreme. The more important arti- 
cles of present day office furniture will 
be discussed briefly as follows. 

DESKS: One especially desirable steel 
desk model has a molded linoleum top 
which provides a cool, smooth working 
surface. All the corners are rounded 
so the arms of the workers never come 
in contact with sharp corners or hard 
edges. Corner caps and a continuous 
protection strip of brushed chrome pro- 
tects the linoleum top from injury and 
adds to the general good appearance of 


designed 





use in a small telephone office. 


the desk. Cap width drawers provide 
30 ins. of filing space in each vertical 
drawer which permits regular filing of 
legal sized documents. Flush panels in- 
close the pedestals and tend to reduce 
the bulky appearance common to the 
average desk. Recessed box type bases, 
finished in black enamel, support the 
desk under each pedestal. Smaller 
stenographic and special desks may be 
obtained in the same design. 
BOOKCASES: Newly designed steel 
or wooden bookcases will add to both 
the appearance and utility of any office. 
One desirable steel type measures 334 
ins. wide, 43% ins. high and 11% ins. 


deep. This case contains three shelves 
adjustable on l-in. centers. Sliding 
glass doors equipped with brushed 


chrome finger grips protect the contents 
from dust and dirt. This bookcase also 
is designed along the same lines as the 
executive desks described above. Tele- 
phone stands and other special furni- 
ture also may be obtained in the same 
design. 

FILING CASES: Good filing cases 
designed to properly house all impor- 
tant records are an absolute necessity 
for all telephone companies. Filing 


cases may be obtained in various sizes 
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and shapes to meet special require- 
ments. Special drawing and blueprint 
file cases are required in telephone 
exchanges. Smaller file cases may be 
required to store toll tickets and other 
special records. 

Modern file cabinets are built of high 
grade steel electrically welded through- 
out to make them strong and rigid. 
Drawers operate on pin bearing rollers 
and are equipped with channel 
compressors. This type of file case gen- 
erally is stocked in 
hogany and walnut finish. 
available now special file 
signed to meet any requirement and 
their purchase will, in all cases, prove 
worthwhile as an 
telephone company. 

OFFICE CHAIRS: Modern 
and steel office chairs now available fill 
a long standing need, These chairs are 
designed to provide greater comfort, for 
they permit the pitch of the back to 
be changed by a simple adjustment to 
suit personal requirements. The seat 
and back rest can be set at the angle 
one prefers. 


lever 


olive green, ma- 
There are 


cases de- 


investment by any 


wooden 


This feature provides a 


custom-built chair at no greater cost 





Office furniture to match the cashiers’ counter. 


than the ordinary stock unit. Modern 
chair construction insures long life and 
trouble-free service. 

Swivel chairs, side-arm chairs and 
special posture chairs may be obtained 
as desired. We all are familiar with 
the numerous advantages of present 
day switchboard operators’ chairs, and 
the same satisfaction may be expected 
from office chairs of the same type. 


TELEPHONE BUSINESS OF- 
FICE: Because of the fact that the 
average telephone subscriber seldom 




















One type of cashiers’ counter. 


has a look behind the scenes, his opin- 
ion of the telephone company 
formed by the impressions 
gained by rather frequent visits to *!e 


If for 


gener- 
ally is 
business office to pay his bills. 


no other reason than this, a 


This is a neat arrangement for a business office. 


effort always should be made to have 
this office present a pleasing appear- 
ance at all times. 


In the old days, it always was 
thought that cashiers should be housed 
in a dark, gloomy cage. This arrange- 
ment still is in use by some companies 
today, though it does not mark them 
as being very progressive. Modern 
cashiers, even in large banks, now work 
at open, cheerful counters where the 
best light and ventilation available may 
be obtained. There is no doubt that 


customers enjoy transacting business 


e open counter much better than 
a small shelf and through a small, 
mvenient window, opening into a 
ioomy cage. 
The open type 
desk is especially suited to the needs 
of the 


Drawers and 


counter of cashiers’ 
office. 
located in the 
yunters of this type help to 
records filed within 
convenient reach so that all subscribers’ 
que3s-ions may be quickly and 
Subscribers never en- 


telephone business 
cabinets 
rear of 
keep a!l necessary 
accu- 
1 ely answered. 
joy waiting even a few short minutes 
while a clerk is dispatched to a rea 
file room to look up records necessary 
to answer their questions. There are 
types of 
available, and a tyve may be selected 
which will meet the needs of any tele- 
phone company, large or small. 


various cashiers’ counters 


Some companies prefer to have in- 
dividual their offices 
attendants may seat the customers fo! 
interviews on 


desks in where 
matters requiring some 
time, such as filling out a contract or 
talking disputed toll charge. 
Desks of a design to match the cashiers’ 
counter and which tend to improve the 
appearance of 


over a 


any office be ob- 


tained when desired. 


may 


If you are in need of new office fur- 
niture, it is suggested that you 
tact the representative of a supplier 
of such furnishings and obtain an esti- 
mate for complete refurnishing. We 
believe that the cost will be less than 
you expect. It is further predicted 
that money expended for new office fur- 
nishings will pay large dividends in 
satisfaction and contentment for many 
years to come. 


con- 


>> Over one-third, 36-per cent, of the telephones in Illinois outside Chicago are owned and 
operated by Independent companies. 
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HE National Telephone Panel of 

the War Labor Board already has 

established a record of being one of 
the most hard-working and effective 
subordinate agencies of our numerous 
war bureaus. It now has put in a bid 
for being, in a practical way, one of 
the most courageous. The personnel 
and purpose of this National Telephone 
Panel already have been discussed in 
some detail in this publication, Suffice 
it to say it is a trouble shooting agency, 
established by the War Labor Board to 
arrest the threatening tidal wave of 
wage disputes in the telephone indus- 
try—a wave which threatened at one 
time to engulf the nation’s vitally es- 
sential telephone communication sys- 
tem with an epidemic of strikes. This, 
during the critical war period, obvi- 
ously would be intolerable. 

The courage of the National Tele- 
phone Panel of the War Labor Board 
is seen in its decision to go out and 
meet the telephone folks, both employes 
and employers, to try to get acquainted 
on a basis of cordial understanding, 
and to explain just what the telephone 
panel is supposed to do. It was a some- 
what unheard-of undertaking. It was 
an invitation to disgruntled characters 
to throw brickbats and dead cats. Most 
government agencies, which have the 
thankless task of enforcing war restric- 
tions and war regulations, have been 
only too glad to hide behind the rela- 
tively safe protection of a government 
office building where it requires a pass 
even to get into the place. 

But the National Telephone Panel 
felt that it could do its job only on the 
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WPB National Telephone Panel one of the most effective 
and hard-working government agencies. . . . FCC an- 


nounces radio frequency allocation setup. . . . Television 


interests causing unsettled condition regarding allocation. 


basis of personal understanding and 
confidence. Therefore, it threw a party. 
In fact, it threw two parties; one in 
Chicago and one in New York City. 
The Chicago party was a two-day “open 
house” affair, one day being reserved 
for employers and the other day for 
employes. Attendance on both days 
numbered about 150 visitors, of which 
the Independent telephone industry peo- 
ple comprised a substantial number. 
The New York City meeting even was 
a little better attended. In the latter 
case, the meeting was held in a com- 
munity which has been upset during re- 
cent weeks by telephone labor differ- 
ences. 

But apparently both employes and 
employers came away from these so- 
called “clinics” with a better under- 
standing of what the National Tele- 
phone Panel was set up to do. It gen- 
erally was recognized that the panel 
is conducted by hard-working volun- 
teer members, representing the public, 
labor and industry. It was, in short, 
an unprecedented experiment in good 
public relations between a regulatory 
body and that portion of the “public” 
which it regulates. 

The New York City meeting, which 
was held in the Hotel New Yorker, 


May 21 and May 22, was headed by 
Pearce Davis, chairman of the panel, 
assisted by G. K. McCorkle of Chicago, 
vice president of the Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone Co., Burton W. Saunders, La- 
fayette, Ind., vice president of the 
Indiana Associated Telephone Co. (both 
industry members of the panel), John 
J. Moran, president of the Federation 
of Long Lines Telephone Workers, and 
William M. Dunn, president of the Cin- 
cinnati Federation of Telephone Work- 
ers (both labor members). 


* * * 


The radio frequency allocation an- 
nounced by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission on May 21 for that 
part of the spectrum which lies above 
25 megacycles, indeed is a considerable 
improvement over the tentative alloca- 
tions announced on January 15 from 
the standpoint of the telephone compa- 
nies. Although the telephone industry 
(both Bell and Independent) did not 
get all it asked for in its petitions, it 
now can proceed with further planning 
on the industry’s uses of radio. Up to 
now, the industry did not know what 
to expect from the FCC—whether, in 
fact, it was going to be allowed “on 
the air” at all, except on such a piece- 
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meal basis as to make operations im- 
practicable. The industry should be 
pleased that the FCC saw fit to allo- 
cate a number of channels for special 
rural telephone use, 

There still is a certain amount of 
uncertainty about the exact place some 
telephone frequencies finally will land 
on the spectrum because that decision 
is contingent on a final selection by 
the FCC of frequencies for FM broad- 
casting channels. It will not make a 
great deal of difference to the tele- 
phone companies one way or the other 

merely the question of settling down 
in one spot or another. 

It must be borne in mind, however, 
that FCC channels are to be allocated 
on an experimental basis to telephone 
usage. The final decision as to who 
or how services should be rendered 
will depend on particular applications 
later on. 

First, as to rural radio-telephone 
channels, the FCC allocation makes 24 
channels available in the 152 to 162 
megacycle band, shared with urban mo- 
bile or other toll service, and possibly 
with television in some areas. 

Short haul toll radio-telephone chan- 
nels, as indicated in the foregoing para- 
graph, will be provided in the band of 
frequencies between 152 to 162 mega- 
cycles, sharing the same with urban 
mobile and rural telephone services. 
The important point here, of course, is 
that short haul toll use of radio by 
telephone companies is permitted at all. 
There was considerable opposition to 
such use, it may be recalled. 

Secondly, the urban mobile radio- 
telephone service (so-called “automobile 
radio,” although it equally is available 
for boats, trucks and other vehicles 
moving within a metropolitan area) 
will get a chance to share the 24 chan- 
nels above described (152 to 162 mega- 
cycles) with rural radio-telephone and 
short haul toll. 

The general highway mobile radio- 
telephone service will get 40 channels 
of which 24 tentatively will be assigned 
to “common carriers.” (In this sense 
a “common carrier” means a telephone 
company and a “non-common carrier” 
means a bus, truck or other prospect 
for this type of service—rather con- 
fusing in view of the ordinary use of 
the word “common carrier” to denote 
precisely busses and trucks.) These 
frequencies range from 30.5 through 
the 44-megacycle area of the spectrum. 

Six non-shared frequencies were as- 
signed the telephone companies for 
“special emergency” radio-telephone 
channels in the frequency range be- 
tween 30.5 and 40 megacycles. These 
would -be used for repair work and to 
take on toll operations during emer- 
gency breakdown or other temporary 
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conditions. Ten other emergency chan- 
nels would be shared with public au- 
thorities, such as state highway sys- 
tems. The 10 shared channels are in 
the 74 to 108-megacycle area of the 
spectrum. There are other miscel- 
laneous allocations in the higher fre- 
quencies which will be available to 
telephone companies for experimental 
purposes. These are the various stages 
of the spectrum starting with 450 
megacycles through 30,000 megacycles. 

The spectrum below 25 megacycles 
also was covered by an allocation in 
the report issued by the FCC on May 
21. This overcrowded portion, which 
includes the present standard broad- 
casting band, is not final either. The 
FCC will conduct a hearing on its re- 
port beginning June 20, after which it 
will issue a final report on “non-gov- 
ernmental radio services” in this—the 
lower—part of the spectrum (i. e., be- 
low 25 megacycles). 

Summarizing this FCC radio spec- 
trum problem, purely from the stand- 





(Official Signal Corps Radio-Telephot 
MAJ. GEN. JAMES M. GALVIN, commanding the 82nd Airborne Division, using a field telephone 
to talk to his troops near Herresbach, Belgium. 


point of the telephone industry—what 
seems to be holding up the parade is 
the conflicting claims of television and 
FM broadcasting, respectively. Of 
course, there also is the quarrel within 
commercial television ranks as to 
whether it should be released accord- 
ing to the present state of the art or 
whether it’ should be postponed until 
something better can be developed. As 
long as television, which is the great 
gobbler of radio frequencies, thus is 
floundering around on the spectrum 
without being finally nailed down to 
any given position, frequencies for the 
use of the telephone industry are bound 
to remain somewhat unsettled. 


Speaking now of television, Philip I. 
Merryman, National Broadcasting Co. 
director of facilities development and 
research, says the British are having 
about the same trouble with their tele- 
vision as we are having on this side 


of the Atlantic. The British Broad- 
TELEPHONY 
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casting Co. wants to present television 
to the public as it exists today as soon 
after the war as possible. On the other 
hand, just across the channel, Robert 
Buron, French broadcasting adminis- 
trator, seems to be taking the same 
position as the Columbia Broadcasting 
System in the United States. In short, 
Mr. Buron has informed French tele- 
vision manufacturers that his adminis- 
tration feels bound to provide postwar 
television “of a quality comparable to 
the movies.” It is Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System’s position that presentation 
of television commercially in the United 
States should wait until such standards 
are available to the American public. 

CBS has maintained, for the last 
two years, that to go ahead with tele- 
vision on a commercial basis after the 
war, at the point it left off before the 
war, would be an unnecessary drain on 
the public’s pocketbook. CBS insists 
that experimentation will bring better 
television which will make necessary 
the junking of any equipment issued 
immediately after the war. CBS sees 
the possibility of color television and 
feels that television will reach greater 
efficiency on higher wave frequencies 
than now assigned to it. 

The FCC has tried to compromise 
these two points of view along the tem- 
porary “double standard” lines advo- 
cated by Commissioner E. K. Jett, for- 
mer FCC chief engineer. If anything, 
the FCC shows a long-range tendency 
to string along with Columbia Broad- 
casting System —the French point of 
view, rather than with National Broad- 
casting Co.—the British point of view. 
NBC is owned by Radio Corp. of 
America, probably the nation’s largest 
patent holder on radio, and certainly 
the nation’s greatest radio manufac- 
turer. 

This close tie-up with RCA gives 
NBC certain natural advantages. Those 
supporting the NBC viewpoint are in- 
clined to say that CBS, lacking such a 
manufacturing tie-up, would like to 
delay things. On the other hand, those 
supporting the CBS view are likely to 


suggest that NBC wants to present 
television to the public in order to get 
a return on the tremendous amount 
spent on experiment, this return to be 
through the sale of RCA equipment 
and NBC advertising. 


Former chairman of the FCC, James 
L. Fly, has been heard from again on 
the subject of international communi- 
cations. Last week, in an address be- 
fore the American Civil Liberties 
Union, ex-Chairman Fly brought forth 
once more the program which he so 
stoutly advocated while he headed the 
FCC. He wants a single physical sys- 
tem with government backing—in other 
words, an international monopoly of all 
American interests in communication 
facilities, including the telephone busi- 
ness—that would be allowed to operate 
subject to government regulation. 

Another speaker at the same lunch- 
eon brought forth a different idea 
which is all too often overlooked in this 
argument as to whether government 
should be brought closer to the sphere 
of international commercial communi- 
cation operations, which certainly 
would be the case if we followed Mr. 
Fly’s plan. This other speaker was 
Cranston Williams, general manager 
of the Newspaper Publishers Associa- 
tion, who said: “‘There can be no world 
freedom of news if there is any form 
of government control or dictatorship 
or censorship or management of com- 
munication facilities.” 

International communications, par- 
ticularly telephone communications, 
ought to be guaranteed, above all other 
things, secrecy for the parties utiliz- 
ing such facilities. The American pub- 
lic has been educated to assume the 
confidential character of its domestic 
telephone system. But would it have 
such confidence in international tele- 
phone calls if any part of the call were 
handled by a “monopoly” in which the 
government participated? 


The European war certainly should 


have taught us the unpleasant experi- 
ence with government handling and 
bungling of both private communica- 
tions and news censorship. The system 
of espionage and counterespionage, in- 
discriminate wire tapping, and “Ges- 
tapo” type of message interception, 
which grew up, with jungle growth 
rapidity, in a prewar Europe, dom- 
inated by government communication 
system, never could have taken place 
under a system of communications pri- 
marily owned and operated by a re- 
sponsible system of free competitive 
enterprise, by business-managed com- 
panies. 


There is likely to be a further in- 
vestigation of the reasonableness of 
possible hotel surcharges on long dis- 
tance calls by guests as a result of the 
U. S. Supreme Court’s decision last 
week on the subject. The court upheld 
the bare legality of the regulation of 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, which prohibits hotels from levy- 
ing any service charge or other special 
charge for handling long distance calls 
by room guests above the regular long 
distance toll charge by the telephone 
company. 

The court’s opinion by Justice Jack- 
son pointed out, however, that it did 
not pass upon the “justness or reason- 
ableness” of the FCC regulation in the 
light of the hotel association’s conten- 
tion that hotels are entitled to some 
extra compensation for handling such 
calls in view of the expense of main- 
taining room extensions, switchboard 
and page service, etc. 

A spokesman for the FCC has indi- 
cated that the commission soon is likely 
to open its own investigation as to just 
how much, if any, extra compensation 
might be permissible and in what form 
it should be levied. The Bell System 
companies heretofore have indicated a 
willingness to share a percentage of 
the toll revenue with hotels, apart- 
ment houses and other similar estab- 
lishments originating such business. 


>> A study of public telephone usage at 100 selected military camps and bases shows that 42 
per cent of the calls were made after seven o'clock in the evening and the number of calls 


placed daily at the 100 


locations averaged 65,300. 


>> In the Marysville (Calif.) Bingo Playhouse, a GI won a five-minute telephone call to any 


place in the U. S. 


>> Telephone conversations in the United States total more than 


world total is estimated at nearly 72 billions. 


He called his mother-in-law in Gridley, Calif., just 15 cents away. 


85 billion a year. The 


>> Then there’s the Boston, Mass., woman who claims her last job was to perforate telephone 
directories so that a strong man could tear them in half more easily, 
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STROWGER M-A-X (“Main hat 
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For Large an 


Standardized As 
To Be Partially 















Strowger Automatic Telephone Equipment, using Strowger 
finders, selectors and connectors, has long been recognie, we 
throughout the world for the advantages growing out of its si 
small-unit switch design and straightforward trunking princig 














Type 7 Expandable to any ulfordina: 
Type 10-A Expandable to any ulfordina 
Type 10-B Expandable to any ulfordina 
Type 11 Expandable to any ulfordina 


Type 20 Expandable to any ul 


These types of mountings for Strowger M-A-X equipment  asser 
bring to small and medium-sized exchanges, in the most econfireme: 
ical manner, all the inherent benefits of Strowger design, inclu dditic 
unequalled flexibility, unlimited facilities for easy and econo 
expansion, and a complete range of service features to meetff 
needs of every exchange. 


In order to provide volume production economies and to sh 
delivery intervals, Types 7 and 10 will be partially manufactd every 
on a standardized assembly basis and placed in stock, so 
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ring these advantages to every exchange, small as well as 
e, we are now preparing to produce this equipment in the 
modernized types of mountings listed below: 


vipment 


any ulfordinarily best to limit to 50-line ultimate 
any ulfordinarily best to limit to 100-line ultimate 
any ulfordinarily best to limit to 200-line ultimate 


rdinarily best to limit to 1000-line ultimate 


assemblies can be quickly completed to meet the specific 
ements of any exchange. 


ddition to the four standard types listed, we will continue 
upply a complete line of C-A-X and R-C-X switchboards, 
y Type Equipment, and special assemblies of Strowger 
-X Equipment to meet special requirements, thus providing 
mprehensive range of designs to meet every operating need 
every customer preference. 
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i - Electrical Engineers, Designers and Consultants 





ssions 
W. Van Buren St., Chicago 7, U. S. A. 
ATIONSATIC ELECTRIC CORPORATION 











INTER-TOLL DIALING PLANNED 


BY INDUSTRY LEADERS 


EPRESENTATIVES of the United 

States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation met in New York City on May 
21 to discuss problems involved in the 
establishment of inter-toll dialing net- 
works between Independent exchanges, 
and between Independent and Bell ex- 
changes. 

Although inter-toll dialing has been 
used by some Bell and Independent 
companies on a regional basis, Bell and 
Independent executives have been con- 
sidering a plan for an inter-regional 
and nationwide arrangement whereby 
dial exchanges of both Bell and Inde- 
pendent companies could be connected 
so that toll traffic could be interchanged 
directly or through intermediate switch- 
ing points. Under such a system, it is 
understood that an originating operator 
would time and ticket toll calls as at 
present, but would complete the calls to 
the desired subscribers without the as- 
sistance of inward operators at the dis- 
tant points, or through operators at 
intermediate points. 

This would mean that small Inde- 
pendent dial exchanges could receive 
their incoming toll traffic from a neigh- 
boring toll center without the assist- 
By the same token, 
subscribers at the Independent dial ex- 
changes could dial directly to neighbor- 
ing toll centers where operators would 
complete their long distance calls, it is 
understood. 


ance of operators. 


Also, the plan considers establishing 
suitable arrangements whereby infor- 
mation, trouble and special assistance 
calls originating at the small Inde- 
pendent exchanges could be received at 
the toll centers. 

It can be seen that under this ar- 
rangement certain benefits eventually 
will accrue to many of the smaller tele- 
phone companies which are planning 
postwar conversion to unattended dial 
operation, since the establishment of 
interim master office arrangement 
might be avoided in many cases. 

TELEPHONY, which for 17 months has 
been urging the industry to extend a 
helping hand to small companies, com- 
mends the larger companies for their 
interest and activities in discussing 
fundamental plans and operating ar- 
rangements for this improved method 
of handling toll traffic. It is hoped that 
they will have a concrete plan perfected 
by the time wartime restrictions on 


central office equipment are lifted and 
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small companies eventually will be able 
to convert their exchanges to fit in with 
such a system. 

The proposed inter-toll dialing sys- 
tem would provide the originating 
operator with switch hook supervision 
from both ends of the call, enabling her 
to time station-to-station calls on the 
basis of lamp signals. 

It is thought that in time most of 
the nation’s toll line network will be 
operated on a dial basis so that ringing 
by operators over the toll lines will be 
unnecessary. As a result of such an 
arrangement, it can be seen that long 
distance service would be speeded up 
greatly as it would eliminate manual 
operation at all but the originating 
point in completing toll calls. 

Independent representatives attend- 
ing the New York City meeting were: 
USITA President J. P. Boylan, Roch- 


ester, N. Y.; USITA Executive Vice 
President Clyde S. Bailey, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; H. V. Bozell, New York 


City; V. E. Chaney, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
C. E. Jones, Erie, Pa.; D. A. Kafka, 
Tampa, Fla.; W. A. Kern, Rochester, 
N. Y.; Ray T. Kieren, Lafayette, Ind.; 
R. A. Lumpkin, Mattoon, Ill.; J. W. 
Morrison, Rochester, N. Y.; F, E. Nor- 
ris, Santa Monica, Calif.; H. W. Pike, 
J. F. Reding and W. O. Trettin, all of 
Madison, Wis. 

Following their conference, the In- 
dependents met with representatives of 
the Bell System to discuss and explore 
the over-all subject of inter-toll dialing. 

Meanwhile, USITA President Boylan 
appointed a committee — Dial Inter- 
exchange Committee—to represent the 
national association and the Independ- 
ent industry and to further this de- 
velopment. Members of the committee 
Messrs. Norris, chairman; Kern, 
vice chairman; Chaney, Jones, Kafka, 
Lumpkin, Morrison and Pike and A. 
L. Hart, Abilene, Kan. 





are: 


Vv 


Telephone Lines Link 
39 Countries 

From the United Nation’s Confer- 
ence at San Francisco, Calif., has come 
the information that Russia’s foreign 
commissar, V. Molotov and Great 
Britain’s foreign secretary, Anthony 
Eden, were able to put through tele- 
phone calls to their respective capitals, 
if desired, at a cost of $25.50 for three 


minutes. 


French delegates and others 
whose capitals are in western Europe 
were less fortunate, however, since the 
Germans, in their retreat across the 
continent, systematically smashed al] 
communication centers. 

Before war broke out in 1939, cutting 
most of them off the American Tele. 
phone & Telegraphs Co.’s international 
switchboards, 80 countries and terri- 
tories were within talking distance of 
the United States. Although many of 
them have since been restored, only 
39 now have contact with American 
telephone circuits, of which only Eire, 
Great Britain, Switzerland, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Australia, Italy and Russia are 
outside the Western Hemisphere. 

On January 7, 1927, New Yorkers 
and Londoners talked across the ocean 
for the first time. In September, 1943, 
the first radio-telephone conversation 
between the United States and Moscow 
took place via telephone wires to 
New York and then by radio across the 
Atlantic and occupied Europe to Mos- 
cow, approximately 8,000 miles in all. 





It is reported that severe censorship 
regulations still govern international 
telephone calls except those to South 
America. Anyone may call any coun- 
try in Central America, the West 
Indies or South America, except Ecua- 
dor, which still lacks facilities. 

No personal 
England or 
government 


calls are allowed to 
North Ireland and 
and press messages are 
permitted to Rome. Approval of a 
government agency and of the Office 
of Censorship is necessary to place a 
call to Eire, Switzerland, 
Spain, Portugal or Australia. The only 
languages permitted in conversations 
outside of North America are English, 
French, Russian, Spanish and Portu- 
guese. 


0 nly 


Moscow, 


Vv 


Bell System GI's Will Have 
Jobs, Soldiers Told 


“The 60,000 men who have gone into 
service from the Bell System have for- 
feited nothing in seniority or wage 
status,” C. Hunter Green, district man- 
ager of the Southern Bell Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. at Louisville, Ky., told 
a group of soldiers at Nichols General 
Hospital April 17. 

In one of a series of talks to acquaint 
returning GI’s with the vocational pos- 
sibilities of civilian re-employment, Mr. 
Green said his company also is putting 
into operation a plan to hire additional 
veterans. 

“Our present postwar plans for de- 
velopment and expansion will require 
many new faces,” Manager Green said, 
“and definite preference will be ex- 
tended to ex-servicemen.” 
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New York Independent 
Lowers Telephone Rates 

The Walden (N. Y.) Telephone Co. 
in cooperation with the New York Pub- 
lie Service Commission, recently an- 
nounced new lower telephone rates, 
effective June 1. Under the new tariff, 
annual rate revenues will amount to 
approximately $7,000 less, it was re- 
ported. 

A summary of the revised local serv- 
ice charges is as follows: 


Type of  Individ- Four- 

Service ual Party Rural 
Business . . $3.50 $2.50 $2.50 
Residence. 2.50 2.00 2.00 


These monthly rentals will apply in 
all exchanges except Pine Bush, N, Y., 
where the individual business rate will 
be $3.25 and where the present multi- 
party rate will be retained. In most 
cases, the annual reduction in rentals 
will be $3.00. 

In addition, equipment has _ been 
ordered to provide free service trunks 
between Pine Bush and Walden. This 
equipment will permit subscribers in 
the two exchanges to dial each other’s 
numbers directly without any toll 
charge. 

Other changes consist of the elimin- 
ation of the present handset charge 
and the reduction of a number of mis- 
cellaneous rates pertaining to service 
connections, extension gongs, extra di- 
rectory listings and similar items. 


Vv 


Minnesota Independent Applies 
For Rate Increase 

Hearing on the application of the 
Two Rivers Telephone Co., Lancaster, 
Minn., to increase telephone rates at 
its Lake Bronson and Lancaster ex- 
changes is scheduled for June 13 before 
the Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
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Commission. The present and proposed 
rates are as follows: 


Present 
Gross Rates 
Individual line, 


Class of 
Service 


Proposed 
Gross Rates 


business . $2.25 $2.50 
Two-party line, 
business 2.00 2.25 


Extension stations, 
business .... 00 
Individual line, 


residence .... 50 1.75 
Four-party line, 
residence .... 1.25 1.50 


Extension stations, 

residence .... 50 .75 
tural multi-party, 

company-owned 1.50 1.75 

A discount of 25 cents per month for 
each month of service paid in advance 
will continue to be granted in the pro- 
posed rate schedule. 


Vv 


lowa Independent Stockholders 
Vote to Re-Incorporate 

The Graettinger (Iowa) Telephone 
Co. stockholders recently voted to re- 
incorporate instead of extending the 
charter of the old company. The old 
company will be dissolved and the new 
company formed in the near future. 

New shares of stock will be ex- 
changed for the 160 shares of old stock 
that now are outstanding, it was stated. 

This change has been brought about 
by an error made in the secretary of 
state’s office 21 years ago. Through an 
error the charter read December, 1944, 
rather than December, 1943, which was 
the actual expiration date. 


Vv 


Supreme Court Bans Service 
Fee on Long Distance Calls 
Service charges collected on long dis- 
tance telephone calls by District of Co- 
lumbia hotels, clubs and apartment 
houses were outlawed May 21 when the 
United States Supreme Court upheld 





the right of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to ban the fees, 

While the ruling, written by Justice 
tobert H. Jackson, applied only in the 
District of Columbia, a similar case re- 
lating to New York hotels, now pending 
in the court, presumably will be dis- 
posed of in a like way soon. (TELEPH- 
ONY, January 27, page 23.) The de- 
cision eventually will have the same 
impact on other hotels, clubs and apart- 
ments throughout the country, FCC 
officials said. 

Investigating service charges in the 
district, the FCC in December, 1943, 
directed the Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co. and American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. to file either tariffs 
showing the service charges, or a regu- 
lation showing conditions under which 
interstate and foreign service would be 
furnished to the hotels. 

The telephone companies then sub- 
mitted a provision that if the service 
were made available, the hotels could 
charge nothing above the regular toll 
rates. Four days later the government 
sued to enjoin collection of the fees, 
and to stop the telephone concerns from 
furnishing equipment where the charge 
was made. 

In his opinion, Justice Jackson sus- 
tained the legality of the regulation, 
but did not pass on its “justness or 
reasonableness,” which the American 
Hotel Association is protesting before 
the FCC. 

Asserting that the “no charge” pro- 
vision denies a hotel “the right reason- 
ably to recoup its cost and to profit by 
the services which it renders,” the hotel 
association still has the right to present 
a modified tariff proposal. But as the 
commission has approved the “no 
charge” plan, there is little reason to 
believe that it will accept a substitute. 

Twenty-seven hotels were embraced 
in. _ the Washington case, but at the 
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Shoreham Hotel, accepted by the FCC 
as typical, it was found that service 
charges on long distance calls were 10 
cents on $1.00 or less and 10 per cent 
on more than $1.00, with a maximum 
$3.00 fee. In 1943, the Shoreham 
paid $8,680 rental on its telephone 
equipment and $21,895 to its operators. 
Dealing with the Shoreham case, Jus- 
tice Jackson said, “So far as appears, 
the service rendered by the hotel in 
handling a guest’s toll call from Wash- 
ington to Baltimore is substantially the 
same as for a call to San Francisco. 
But for like service the charge varies 
with the amount of the telephone 
tariff.” 
Vv 


Minnesota Company Applies 
For Rate Changes 

Hearing on the application of the 
Campbell Rural Telephone Co., Doran, 
Minn., for authority to change its 
schedule of telephone rates and charges 
will be held June 12 before the Minne- 
sota Railroad & Warehouse Commis- 
sion. 

The proposed gross rate for rural 
multi-party, company-owned service is 
$2.00 with a discount of 25 cents per 
month if paid in advance. The present 
gross rate is $1.33'4 with a discount of 
25 cents per quarter if paid during 
the quarter in which service is rendered. 


Vv 


Authorizes Sale and Transfer 
Of Telephone Properties 

The Minnesota Railroad & Ware- 
house Commission on May 22 granted 
authority to the Homer Ridge Tele- 
phone Co., operating in Homer Town- 
ship, Winona County, to sell certain 
physical telephone properties to the 
Pleasant Ridge Telephone Co-operative 
and other properties to the Homer Tele- 
phone Co-operative. 

The following properties will be sold 
to the Pleasant Ridge co-operative: 84 
miles of wire, 210 poles, one repeating 
coil, eight telephone instruments and 
four additional outlets—all connected 
for switching service with the North- 
western Bell Telephone Co. at Winona. 

The following properties will be sold 
to the Homer co-operative: 14% miles 
of wire, 240 poles, one repeating coil, 
15 telephone instruments and seven 
additional telephone outlets — all con- 
nected for switching service with the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. at 
Winona. 

In approving the sale and transfer of 
the above properties, the commission 
gave no consideration as to the value or 
price paid therefor. It stated that 
nothing in said approval might be con- 
strued to indicate approval by the com- 
mission of any increase or change in 
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rates and charges or diminution of 
service in the territory now served by 
the telephone lines. 


Vv 


Newly-Purchased Company 
Gets Higher Rates 

The Louisiana Public Service Com- 
mission on April 27 granted the appli- 
cation of L. R. Hagin, proprietor of 
the Bethany-Converse Telephone Co., 
Greenwood, seeking to make certain 
increases in the rates for telephone 
service at Oak Grove. Mr. Hagin re- 
cently purchased the telephone system 
at Oak Grove. 

A comparison of the rates charged 
by the Oak Grove Telephone Co., the 
predecessor of the applicant herein, and 
the new rates proposed by the appli- 
cant, follows: 


Old New 

Type of Service Rate Rate 
Business, straight 

errr $2.95 $3.50 
Residence, straight 

ee. L sewededa a 1.85 2.50 
Business, party 

EE neko ix dia 2.50 3.00 
Residence, party 

Oe Sa 1.60 2.00 
Installation charge 3.50to 5.00 3.50 
teconnect charge. 4.50to 10 1.50 


All above rates within limits of cable. 


An additional rent of $2.50 per addi- 
tional mile outside of cable was pro- 
posed herein where applicant builds 
and maintains line. The predecessor 
company had no set rate for such pur- 
pose. 


At the hearing in Baton Rouge, La., 
no opposition was presented and the 
record included a communication from 
the Office of Price Administration to 
the effect that it would not participate 
in this proceeding. After due consid- 
eration of the facts adduced, it was the 
opinion of the commission that the in- 
creases sought were justified. 


Vv 


Seek Reversal of Michigan 
Bell Rebate Invalidation 

Estimating that Circuit Judge Le- 
land W. Carr’s invalidation May 18 
of a $3,500,000 rebate ordered for 
Michigan Bell Telephone Co. customers 
for 1944 “easily might involve between 
$40,000,000 and $50,000,000 in already 
ordered and prospective Michigan util- 
ity rate reductions for 1944 and 1945,” 
Detroit attorneys on May 19 sought a 
Michigan Supreme Court reversal of 
Judge Carr’s ruling. (TELEPHONY, May 
26, page 56.) 

Utility rebates ordered by the Michi- 
gan Public Service Commission follow- 
ing a supreme court decision May, 
1944, that “avoidable taxes” should be 
eliminated by lowered service charges 


totaled above $25,000,000 for 1944, De. 
troit rate experts said. 

In two major instances—involving 
the Consumers Power Co. and the Michi- 
gan Consolidated Gas Co.—the commis. 
sion’s 1944 rebate orders were com- 
plied with, resulting in rebates to 
customers of approximately $5,500,000, 

The commission ordered Edison rates 
reduced in the Detroit area by $10, 
450,000 for 1944, and also ordered the 
$3,500,000 telephone rate reduction, 
Both latter orders were appealed to 
Ingham Circuit Court, home county of 
the commission. 

The Edison reduction, in connection 
with which the $10,450,000 has been 
impounded, still is in litigation and 
currently has been referred to the com- 
mission for “revision, modification or 
affirmation.” 

James H. Lee, Detroit assistant cor- 
poration counsel and utility expert, 
after promising an immediate appeal 
from Judge Carr’s ruling, termed it 
“incompatible and entirely inconsistent 
with the supreme court’s previous de- 
cision.” 

The principal point of Judge Carr’s 
decision was that the Michigan Legis- 
lature could not delegate to the Michi- 
gan Public Service Commission the 
power to make provisional or condi- 
tional rates—which the court said was 
the type concerned when rebates or re- 
ductions were ordered late in a fiscal 
year. 

* * * 


With litigation on the $3,500,000 in- 
terim rebate order for 1944 still un- 
settled, the Michigan Bell Telephone 
Co. on May 22 was ordered by the 
Michigan Public Service Commission to 
appear in Lansing June 13 for the 
start of a regular rate reduction case 
affecting future revenues. 

“The company has been directed to 
appear at a continuance of a show 
cause order,” William J. McBrearty, 
chairman of the commission, stated. 
“The new rate case will determine 
whether rates should be cut for 1945.” 

The commission’s action is an off- 
shoot of the court decision that the re- 
bate order was illegal. 


Vv 


OPA Official to Intervene 
In Rate Increase Petition 

The Oklahoma Corporation Commis- 
sion May 23, in a journal entry, 
granted the application of Chester 
Bowles, administrator of the Office of 
Price Administration, representing Wil- 
liam H, Davis, economics stabilization 
director, to intervene in the application 
of the Southwestern Associated Tele- 


(Please turn to page 29) 
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UR GOOD friend, J. 
editor of the Chesapeake & Po- 


O. Martin, 


tomac Telephone Co.’s Trans- 
mitter, advises that in an article 
published by him in 1928 appeared this 


sentence, “The White House appears 
in an early list of subscribers.” Mr. 
Martin is making a further search of 
his records and hopes to determine the 
actual date the first White House tele- 
phone was installed. 


“Is it poles and wires, exchanges and 
telephones, trucks and tools? Is it voice 
currents flowing over the globe or elec- 
things that talk through the 
Telephony is not any of them. 
It is all of them and more. Telephony 
is the flow of traffic from farm to dis- 
tant city. It is a mountain of voices 
from mine to mill. It is an order speed- 
ing to factories in peace and in war. 
It 
her soldier 


tronic 


> 


wires? 


s the mother’s welcoming cry as 
calls home. It is comfort 
in the home and an operator serving 
you at your command. All these and a 
thousand other things — that’s teleph- 
ony,” states Joseph K. Folckemmer, 
manager, Bainbridge Naval 
Training Center, Maryland. 


camp 


* + 


The following story was sent us re- 
cently by a cable splicer now enjoying 
a well earned retirement: 


“Many years ago, the writer had a 
sorry experience because of the large 
test boards then in common use. The 
cable to be spliced had circuits con- 
nected to five central offices. It required 
three days to test one end of the cable 
into the boards. There were a dozen 
or more defective pairs which were 
not passed through the holes in the 
test board. Small tags made of the 
Same starch covered cotton material 
as our test tags of today were tied to 
these defective pairs and marked with 
pencil. These were to be transposed 
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later to make as many good pairs as 
possible. 

“The vault where the splice was be- 
ing made was infested with many large 
bugs or clarks some of which meas- 
ured 1% ins. They resembled cock- 
roaches and were of about the same 
habits. 

“On completion of the day’s work, 
a small canvas blanket was placed over 
the cable end. No attempt was made 
to wrap the end with paraffined muslin 
because of the large size of the test 
boards. The splice remained in this 
manner over the week-end and when 
it was uncovered on Monday morning 
the defective pairs were tagged with 
a few threads of cotton. The bugs had 
eaten all the starch off the tags, in- 
cluding the numbers marked on them. 
Was this splicer in a cheerful mood! 
It required a whole day to send the 
helper to all five central offices to again 
identify the pairs.” 


Some of the large, busy, city PBX 
switchboards are not equipped with a 
pilot light on the 
lamps and it 


cord supervisory 
is almost 
flash the operator back on a connec- 
tion. Much circuit time is lost on toll 
calls which must be transferred from 
one extension to another. The opera- 
tors are not to blame, for when they 
are busy they cannot be expected to 
see a small supervisory lamp flashing. 
The majority of Independent manufac- 
turers have used a pilot on their super- 
visory lamps for years, but for some 
reason the larger operating companies 
have not adopted this practice. 


impossible to 


* ao * 


A soldier, returning from overseas, 
tells a good story of the difficulty in 
obtaining 90-ft. poles for use in sup- 





Buy War Bonds 











porting radio antennas, It seems that 
skippers in the Merchant Marine would 
tigers 
Even 
when poles are securely lashed on deck, 


rather carry a cargo of wild 
than a few of these long poles. 


they may come loose in rough weather 
and cause serious damage. 

This soldier tells of one case where 
six of these 90-ft. poles were formed 
across the 
When they 
port, arrangements 
were made to have a launch tow the 


into a raft and towed 
Pacific to an island base. 


arrived at the 


raft about 25 miles up an inlet a few 
days later. In the meantime, a con- 
struction gang at the port needed some 
creosoted poles to build a pier so they 
cut the 90-ft. poles into three pieces. 
This made the radio people very un- 
happy as several months were required 
to replace the long poles. 


We continue to receive reports of 
cable damage during pulling-in opera- 
tions. This is not in any way due to 
manufacturing defects, but to an ex- 
cessive strain being placed on the cable 

a strain which it is not designed to 
stand. The application of grease to the 
cable sheath will reduce this 
considerably. In no case should jute 
protected or tape armored cable be 
pulled into a trench as it will not stand 
the strain and surely will be damaged. 
Cable of this type should, in all cases, 
be payed off into a trench from a 
trailer pulled along the run. 


strain 


Right now is a good time to start 
planning repairs or reconditioning of 


your furnace so it will be in good 
serviceable condition for next year. 
Modern furnaces are efficient only 


when their controls are in adjustment 
and functioning properly. 
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RAPID PROGRESS ON COAXIAL 


CABLE REPORTED BY AT&T 


Y THE END of this year the Bell 

System expects to have 2,000 miles 
of its coaxial cable network manu- 
factured and at least three-fourths of 
this mileage in the ground, the Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co. an- 
nounced May 4. 

One year ago, AT&T announced a 
five-year coaxial cable program involv- 
ing 6,000 to 7,000 route miles of con- 
struction. The rapid pace at which the 
job is going forward has been dictated 
by the steadily increasing need for 
more telephone circuits between the na- 
tion’s far-flung war centers. 

In addition to its use for long dis- 
tance telephone service, coaxial cable 
is capable of transmitting the very 
broad bands of frequencies required for 
television. The coaxial cable system 
now being built, therefore, is suitable 
to form the backbone of future nation- 
wide television program networks. 

By the end of this year, the cable 
crews on the new all-cable route to the 
West Coast are scheduled to be in the 
vicinity of Fort Worth and Dallas, 
Tex., half way across the continent. 
The aim is to reach Los Angeles in the 
spring of 1947. 
which in- 


The following tabulation, 


cludes the existing links in the coaxial 
network plus the sections to be installed 
or in process this year, shows the pres- 
ent status of the program announced 
so far: 


In Service. New York, N. Y.,-Phil- 
adephia, Pa.: A two-coaxial cable, 90 
miles long; installed in 1936 for ex- 
perimental purposes; now in service 
for telephone purposes. 

Stevens Point, Wis.-Minneapolis, 
Minn.: A four-coaxial cable, 200 miles 
long; installed in 1940; now in service 
for telephone purposes. 

In the Ground—Not Yet Equipped. 
Baltimore Md.-Washington, D. C.: A 
four-coaxial cable, 43 miles long. 

Philadelphia, Pa.-Baltimore, Md.: A 
six-coaxial cable, 100 miles long. 

Terre Haute, Ind.-St. Louis, Mo.: A 
six-coaxial cable, 175 miles long. 

Atlanta, Ga.-Jacksonville, Fla.: A 
four-coaxial cable, 295 miles long. 

1945 Program: Atlanta, Ga.-Merid- 


ian, Miss.: A _ six-coaxial cable, 310 
miles long. 
Shreveport, La.-Dallas, Tex.: An 


eight-coaxial cable, 200 miles long. 

Washington, D. C.-Charlotte, N. C.: 
An eight-coaxial cable, 400 miles long. 

Meridian, Miss.-Shreveport, La.: A 
315-mile section, with six-coaxial cable 
from Meridian to Jackson, Miss., and 
an eight-coaxial cable from Jackson to 
Shreveport. 


Construction of the remainder of the 
coaxial program thus far announced is 
expected in the next four years. The 
order in which the remaining sections 
will be installed is yet to be determined, 


In general, there will be four inter- 
connected backbone routes: (1) The 
Atlantic Seaboard route, from New 
York to Miami via Atlanta; (2) the 
Southern Transcontinental, from Al- 
tanta to Los Angeles; (3) the Mid- 
Western route, from the East Coast to 
Chicago via Pittsburgh and Cleveland, 
and (4) the North-South route, from 
Chicago to New Orleans via St. Louis 
and Memphis. 

On those segments of the network 
where additional long distance tele- 
phone circuits are needed most urgently, 
the Bell System has been proceeding 
with installation of the coaxial systems 
as rapidly as the cable and equipment 
can be manufactured. 

In order to provide more telephone 
circuits to the West Coast with all 
possible speed, Bell engineers plan a 
temporary postponement of coaxial con- 
struction between Charlotte and At- 
lanta. In this section, existing cable 
facilities can be adapted to function 
with the New York-Los Angeles coaxial 
cable in the provision of telephone cir- 
cuits. This would leave installation of 
the Charlotte-Atlanta coaxial cable 
until a later date. 

Experiments with coaxial systems as 
a means of transmitting many tele 
phone conversations simultaneously 
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over one pair of conductors began more 
than a decade ago. Use of the New 
York-Philadelphia cable for transmit- 
ting television images first was demon- 
strated in 1937. 

The coaxial, itself, consists of a 
copper tube with a single wire in its 
center. With the present terminal and 
repeater equipment, a pair of coaxials 
can provide 480 telephone circuits. Or, 
the coaxial can be arranged to transmit 
both the visual images and the accom- 
panying sound for television programs. 

The Bell System’s projected radio 
relay system between New York and 
Boston also is going forward, This 
trial of microwave transmission is in- 
tended to determine its efficiency, de- 
pendability and economy for multiplex 
telephony and for interconnecting sound 
broadcast and television stations. It 
will help to determine how large a role 
this type of system will play in the 
provision of additional links in the Bell 
System’s network of communication 
routes. 

The Bell System has announced its 
intention to utilize either coaxial cable, 
radio relay systems or both to augment 
its nationwide telephone service and to 
provide network facilities for the radio 
broadeasting and television industries. 
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Characteristics of Success 


To to able to carry money without 
spending it. 

To be able to bear an injustice 
without retaliating. 

To be able to do one’s duty even 
when one is not watched. 

To be able to keep at the job 
until it is finished. 

To be able to make use of criti- 
cism without letting it whip 
you. 

—The City Builder. 














Heads Telephone Pioneers 

M. CARL RICHARDS of Roanoke, Va., 
recently was elected president of the 
Old Dominion Chapter, Telephone Pio- 
neers of America, for the ensuing year, 
succeeding K. R. BRADLEY of Norfolk, 
Va. 


Vv 


USITA Directs Form 10 to Panel 
Telephone companies are cautioned 
by the United States Independent Tele- 
phone Association to send their Form 
10 voluntary wage applications directly 
to the National Telephone Panel, c/o 


: 





National 


War Labor Board, Depart- 
ment of Labor Building, Washington, 
D.C., rather than to the regional office 
which, since the creation of the Na- 
tional Telephone Panel, no longer has 
jurisdiction over such applications. 


Vv 


Senate Passes Bill to Extend 
Rural Electric Lines 

The Lucas Bill, S.89, directing the 
making of plans for postwar extension 
of rural electric lines and authorizing 
appropriations of more than $5,000,000 
on May 14 was passed by the Senate, 
and now awaits action by the House 
of Representatives. 

According to an amendment to the 
bill, sponsored by Senator Shipstead 
of Minnesota, the Rural Electrification 
Administration will revert to its origi- 
nal status as an independent agency. 


Vv 

Obituary 

Mrs. FRANK H. ELSENPETER who 
was associated with her husband in the 
operation of the Maple Lake (Minn.) 
Telephone Co. died May 7. She had 
been in the telephone business since 
1914. Mrs. Elsenpeter is survived by 
her husband. 
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independent Moves Switchboard 
Without Service Interruption 
Without a single interruption in 
service, the six-position switchboard of 
the Geneseo (Ill.) Co-operative Tele- 
phone Co. was moved approximately 
300 ft. on April 28 and 29 from the 
second floor of the Farmers National 


Bank Building, where it had been 
located since 1926, to the telephone 
company’s newly purchased and re- 
modeled building, east of the bank 
building. 

Operators remained at the switch- 
board as the 344-ton unit was moved 


This picture shows the commercial office in the new building of the Geneseo Co-operative Telephone 
Co. Left to right are DONALD F. ANDERSON, manager; MRS. CLARENCE RISTAU, bookkeeper, and 


from the second story level of its 
former quarters to the main floor of 
its new location. During the moving 
operation, all calls were completed 
through the Geneseo exchange without 
the slightest delay, it was reported by 
Donald F. Anderson, manager of the 
company. 

The work accomplished under 
the direction and supervision of John 
O. Dahlen, a Geneseo contractor, and 
Manager Anderson. Approximately 10 
men assisted in the moving operation. 
1,400 
Mr. 


was 


wires 
before the 


Some pairs of 


Anderson 


were 


spliced by 





DOROTHY KAY, cashier. 





Here the six-position 


a distance of 30 ft. 


28 


switchboard is being lowered to the ground, 


ry 


In this picture, the s 


moving began and an estimated 300 ft. 
of cable was added to the switchboard 
to serve as slack, or temporary cable, 
while the board was being moved. 

A wooden elevator framework with 
a movable platform was constructed 
and raised to the second floor level of 
the bank building to receive the switch- 
board which was moved through the 
the elevator platform. 
Bricks from both sides of the doorway 


doorway onto 
were removed to provide clearance for 
the unit which is approximately 22 ft. 
and about 7 ft. ong 
girders were attached to the elevator 
framework to support and hold the 
elevator until the switchboard was 
moved out onto the platform. The unit 
then blocked with 
cables and the equipment balanced. The 


long wide. St 


was chains and 


carrying girders were removed and the 

estimated load of 8,500 lbs. was lowered 

to the ground, about 30 ft. below. 
The lowered in 


switchboard was 


ca 


34 3 
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This photograph shows the switchboard starting 
through the widened doorway to the specially- 
built elevator. 
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d has r hed the ground and is being 
pulled into the new office. 
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about 30 minutes. 
accomplished by a cable winchline op- 
erated from a truck. The switchboard, 
platform, was pulled into the 
new quarters by the winchline. 


The lowering was 


on tne 


Toll terminal equipment of the Illi- 
nois Bell Telephone Co. is to be moved 
to the new headquarters by the Western 
Electric Co. in the near future. 

Telephone officials from the Geneseo 
hand to witness the 


rev n were on 


relocation. 





Courts and 
Commissions 


(Continued from page 24 





phone Co., Lubbock, Tex., for rate in- 
creases affecting 26 of its exchanges in 
Oklahoma. (TELEPHONY, May 19, page 
28.) 

No date for the hearing has been 
set, pending completion of inventory 
and appraisal of plants of the tele- 
phone company in Oklahoma which are 
being made by B. Richardson, telephone 
engineer for the commission. 


Vv 


Grant Nebraska Independent 
Rate Increases 

The application of the Magnet ( Neb.) 
Independent Telephone Co. for  in- 
creased rates recently was approved, 
effective immediately, by the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission, increasing 
business rates from $1.00 and $1.80 per 
month to $2.00 net, and residence and 
farm stations from $1.00 to $1.25 net. 
(TELEPHONY, April 14, page 28.) 

The commission held that it was to 
the interest of those concerned and nec- 
essary to continuation of service that 
the schedule be revised upward. It esti- 
mated that the new rates would pro- 
duce an income of $1,288, and that op- 
erating charges, not including depreci- 
ation, would be $1,165. 


Vv 


Sale of Oklahoma Independent 
Halts Discontinuation Plans 

A proposed abandonment of telephone 
service at Sparks, Okla., was prevented 
by the action of three local business- 
men in purchasing the Sparks Tele- 
phone Co. from Mrs. J. D. Murray. The 
new owners are John Bierman, J. A. 
Curtis and Wright Costner. (TELEPH- 
ONY, May 19, page 28.) 

The Sparks company, through Mrs. 
Murray, filed an application with the 
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Oklahoma Corporation Commission for 
permission to discontinue the exchange 
because of difficulty in securing help 
and meeting operating expenses. Mrs. 
Murray informed the commission that 
subscribers had been reduced from 150 
to 60, largely because of operating dif- 
ficulties and war conditions. 

At the opening of the hearing on the 
application, May 23, B. Richardson, 
commission telephone engineer, notified 
the commission that Mrs. Murray had 
advised him of the sale of the plant to 
the three men who wished to keep it in 
operation to help business interests of 
the town. The 


commission ordered, 








Lge marvel as you watch a great shearing 
machine cut a heavy girder like a knife go- 
ing through butter. 


from the bench, that the application to 
abandon service be dismissed. 


Vv 


Grant Rate Increase to 
Eagle, Neb., Company 

The Eagle (Neb.) Telephone Co. re- 
cently was authorized by the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission to increase 
present rates for telephone main sta- 
tion service 25 cents: per month. (TE- 
LEPHONY, April 7, page 26.) 

The company serves 70 subscribers in 
the village and 115 in rural areas. New 
rates authorized are: Business, hand- 
sets, $2.25; business, desk sets, $2.00; 
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The cutting blades of these super pliers are 
made of specially hardened alloy tool -steel, 
hand-edged to the right angle for heavy duty 
cutting. After that they're set up in true align- 
ment—and kept that way by strong non-wobble 
joint construction. 


Wrap your fist around the long handles of a 
pair of Vacuum Grip Lineman Pliers. Insert a 
wire between the cutters. Apply light pressure 
and watch the results. Zowie! Is that CUTTING 
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| business, wall sets, $1.75; individual 


D IA M O | D | residence, $1.75; party residence, $1.50; 


rural, desk sets, $1.75, and wall sets 
| $1.50. 
S P a Cc | A L T | E s The company has a capital stock of 


$3,240, owned by 56 subscribers and 


ey DRIVE RINGS has a fixed investment of $9,752, less a | 
/,", 5" and 7" eye depreciation reserve of $2,762. Sub- 
J scriber revenues in 1944 were $3,043, 
i toll $836, and a total of $3,291. Oper- 





ating expenses were $2,988. Deducting 
taxes and interest, a profit of $78 re- 
mained. 


Under the new rates the estimated 
BRIDLE RINGS revenue will be increased to $4,473. In- 
4", 1%", 154" and 3" eye creased wages and proper charges for 
maintenance and depreciation, the com- 
mission said, will leave the company 
operating under the new schedule at a | 
loss of $52. Unless there is an increase 
in the number of subscribers, it added, 
(Available with machine or some other improvements occur, the 
screw thread) applicant may continue to operate in a 
straitened condition in spite of the 


HAMMER DRIVE increase allowed. 
ANCHORS 





WL 31," Officers of the company told the com- 
. i," to 3'/ mission that it proposed to pay the 
chief operator 25 cents an hour; regu- 
lar and relief operators, 22 cents, and 
the linemen $115 a month, making a 
total wage increase of $339. 
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MULTI-SIZE SCREW 
ANCHORS 
F No. 6x34" 
"te te, eel i Plan Merger of Telephone 
Lines at Maryville, Mo. 
A merger that will consolidate two 


ee | telephone companies in Maryville, Mo., | — 


si the Hanamo Telephone Co. and the oe 

Peoples Telephone Union, will be ef- | [ 

ANenrunee es fected September 1, it was reported. 

5 0 d = Operation will be from the present lo- 

Te an %~ cation of the People’s exchange and 

will furnish service to patrons of both 

companies. (TELEPHONY, March 24, 
page 26.) 





panes 


\ 





The Hanamo company was purchased 
from Harry C. Todd, for $120,000 by 
Conduit, Pipe and Cable . group of Hy rend Niger eas nn 

Clamps and Strans also assumed liabilities of the Peoples | 
P exchange in the amount of $34,000. 
Toggle Bolts 


Expansion Shields 








The merger will bring long distance 
| service to approximately 1,200 patrons 


Hammer Drive Anchors of the Peoples exchange, which for | 
Di-Forge Twist Drills | some time had been attempting to gain 
and Holders a toll connection, 
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Arkansas Independent Seeks | LT PALL LA 


Conversion Permission 
The Siloam Springs (Ark.) Tele- Telephone Supply 


Insulated Screw Eyes 
WRITE TODAY FOR 
iS 
phone Co. on May 19 applied to the Ar- 
kansas Department of Public Utilities ompany 


CATALOG No. 139 

4 U C K & y & for authority to change from magneto 5100 SUPERIOR AVENUE 
to common battery operation. CLEVELAND 3, OHIO 

TELEPHONE & SUPPLY CO. Jian Mfr.—N. SLATER 


The firm’s application, which said the 
COLUMBUS. OHIO change-over would cost about $30,000, 
said the city council had approved the 
proposed change and also the scheduled 
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increase in rates. The aggregate rate 
increase is expected to average about 
$1,500 per year, the application pointed 
out, adding the increase would be a 
little over $2.00 per year per subscriber 
of which there are 703. 


Vv 


Asks Property Sale Pending 
Rate Schedule Approval 

The Nelson (Minn.) Telephone Co.’s 
application for authority to sell and 
transfer certain telephone property lo- 
cated at Nelson in Douglas County to 
Leland Wright and associates, sale and 
transfer to be made upon approval of 
its schedule of rates for dial telephone 
service, will be heard June 11 before 
the Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission. The proposed rate sched- 
ule is as follows: 


Proposed 
Gross Rates Business Residence 
One-party line, town.$3.60 $3.10 
Two-party line, town 3.35 2.85 
Four-party line, town 3.10 2.60 
Rural multi-party line 3.10 2.60 
Proposed Net Rates. .$1.00 $ .75 
The proposed gross rates include 


handsets and trunk line connections for 
interchange of service with subscribers 
of the Alexandria (Minn.) Telephone 
Co. 


Discontinuation of the present double 
ending service lines also was requested 
by the company. 


Vv 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings & Hearings 
Federal Communications Commission 


May 12: Granted license to Pacific 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. to operate 
special emergency station KFTM as a 
coastal harbor station in the public 
coastal service; 2506 kilocycles, 50 
watts, unlimited hours, to communicate 
with ships in the vicinity of Eureka, 
Calif.; conditions. 

May 14: Granted authority to Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co., ae 
Lines Department, New York, ee 
to supplement existing facitities by 
leasing and operating, in private line 
service, a channel between Grand Island 
and Hastings, Neb. Also granted au- 
thority to operate, temporarily, a tele- 
graph channel from Millbridge, Me., to 
Jonesport, Me. 

May 19: Granted authority to Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co., Long 
Lines Department, to operate a "leased 
telegraph channel to supplement exist- 
ing facilities into Henderson, N. C 

May 21: Granted special temporary 
authority to Southern California Tele- 
Phone Co. (near San Pedro, Calif.) to 
operate coastal harbor station KOU, us- 
ing the licensed frequency 2566 kilo- 
cycles, with normal modulation of from 
70 to 100 per cent, conditionally. Au- 
thority to be from date of grant until 
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further order of the commission, but 
not beyond three months. 


Kansas State Corporation Commission 

April 24: Granted authority to Gor- 
ham (Kan.) Telephone Co. to make cer- 
tain rate changes, 

May 15: Granted permission to Win- 
sted Telephone Co. to make certain rate 
changes for service at Rolla. 

May 22: Heard and advised Hoyt 
(Kan.) Telephone Co. on its applica- 
tion to make certain rate changes. 

June 11: Hearing on application of 
Peoples Telephone Co., Lebanon, for 
authority to make certain rate changes. 

June 11: Hearing on application of 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Co. of 


Jewell Co., Burr Oak, for authority to 
make certain rate changes for switch- 
ing service there. Continued from May 
22. 


June 18: Hearing on application of 
Bloomington (Kan.) Mutual Telephone 
Co. for authority to make certain rate 
changes. 


June 18: Hearing on application of 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Co., Wake- 
field, for authority to make certain rate 
changes at Humboldt Center. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
May 28: Hearing on proposal of 
West Bloomfield (Wis.) Mutual Tele- 
phone Co. to extend service to one sub- 
scriber in Bloomfield, Waushara County. 
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Produces. a strong ringing current. The 
rated output is 7!/2 watts, 20 cycles, 90 
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by leading distributors. 
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HONOR J. K. JOHNSTON 
ON 78th BIRTHDAY 


JOHNSTON, Indianapolis, Ind., 

s founder and veteran  secretary- 
treasurer of the Independent Pioneer 
Telephone Association, was honored by 
its directors at a luncheon in Indianap- 
olis on May 19, his 78th birthday, which 
marked the 25th anniversary of the 
association. 


ors and past presidents of the Pioneer 


association, Mr. Johnston expresses his 


appreciation of the recognition given 
him: 
“I wish to express my sincere ap- 


preciation to the president, past presi- 
dents, board of directors and other Pio- 
letters received congratulat- 


neers, for 





G. B. FOSCUE, president of the Independent Pioneer Telephone Association, presents J. K. JOHNSTON 
with a sterling silver plaque in honor of his 78th birthday and upon completion of his 25th year 


as secretary-treasurer of the association which was founded in 1920. 
looking on are, left to right: R. A. LUMPKIN, Mattoon, Ill.; 


The association directors 
R. W. SIEMUND, Chicago; Mr. Foscue; 


Mr. Johnston; WALTER DAKIN, Madison, Wis., and R. C. RENO, Chicago. 


Mr. Johnston was the leading figure 
in the organization of the Pioneer as- 
sociation in 1920 and has served as its 
secretary-treasurer since that time. In 
recognition of his long and faithful 
service to the association, the directors 
presented “J. K.” with a sterling silver 
plaque expressing appreciation of his 
service. 


Directors attending the luncheon in 


honor of Mr. Johnston were: Associa- 
tion president, G. B. Foscue, Wilmette, 
Ill.; Walter Dakin, Madison, Wis.; R. 


A. Lumpkin, Mattoon, Ill.; R. W. Sie- 
mund and R. C. Reno, both of Chicago. 
Letters of congratulations and appre- 
ciation to Mr. Johnston from directors 
Oscar Burton, Tyler, Tex.; Kelley Mc- 
Nish, Bristol, Tenn., and Ray W. Smith, 
Chicago, who could not be present, were 
read. 

Also, letters from past presidents of 
the association were read. Letters were 
received from John H. Agee, Lincoln, 
Neb.; J. C. Crowley, Jr., St. Paul, 
Minn.; Gustav Hirsch and Frank L. 
McKinney, both of Columbus, Ohio; 
Louis Pitcher, Dixon, Ill.; George W. 
Rodormer, Chicago; Sam H. Shutt, 
Sherman, Tex. 


In the following letter to the direct- 
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ing me on my birthday, May 19. 

“I only wish I could adequately ex- 
press my deep feeling of thanks and 
gratitude to each one personally. 

“It is just such grand gestures as 
this that make life worth living and 
spread the sunshine of happiness.” 
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Manta Elder Retires After 
39 Years’ Service 

Manta J. Elder, chief operator at the 
Ottawa, Kan., exchange of the South- 
western Bell Telephone Co., retired 
May 23, after completing more than 39 
years in the telephone business. Prior 
to her association with the Bell com- 
pany, Miss Elder was employed by In- 
dependent companies for 20 years, 
having begun her career with the 
Kansas City Long Distance Telephone 
Co. in 1906. This company later be- 
came the Kansas Telephone Co. and 
in 1926 was purchased by the South- 
western Bell Telephone Co. 

Miss Elder became chief operator in 
1918 and, she said in a letter to 
TELEPHONY, “It has been a good life 
and I would not choose otherwise, had I 
another opportunity to make a choice.” 
She helped conduct several traffic 
schools during conventions of the 
Kansas Telephone Association. 

In a letter to her friends of Inde- 
pendent telephony, Miss Elder ex- 
pressed her appreciation for their co- 
operation. She told of her interest in 
“The Operator’s Corner,” a feature of 
TELEPHONY. 

Miss Elder was honored at a party 
given May 21 by her fellow workers at 
Ottawa. 


Vv 


Ohio Bell Names Chief Engineer 
And Plant Manager 

Walter S. Sparling, chief engineer 
for the Ohio Bell Telephone Co.’s north- 
eastern area, on June 1 became general 
plant manager of that area, succeeding 
Robert P. Bunyan, who retired, it was 
announced in Cleveland recently. War- 
ren H. Chase, building and equipment 
engineer, has taken over Mr. Sparling’s 
former duties. Territory of both men 
covers the northeastern part of Ohio, 
including Cleveland, Youngstown, 
Akron, Canton, Alliance, Massillon and 
adjacent territory. 

Mr. Sparling, whose new position 
entails responsibility for the construc- 
tion and maintenance of all of the 
company’s physical plant, joined the 
Ohio Bell in 1921 starting in the con- 
struction department and subsequently 
held the positions of division installa- 
tion superintendent, division construc- 
tion superintendent and chief engineer. 
He is a member of the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers, Cleve- 
land Engineering Society and Cleve- 
land Chamber of Commerce, and dur- 
ing World War I held the rank of 
lieutenant as a pilot in the Royal Air 
Force. 

Mr. Chase entered the telephone 
business in Cleveland 25 years ago and 
later worked for the Bell System on 
the Pacific Coast and New England, 
returning to the Ohio Bell in Cleveland 
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in 1925. He is a member of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
president of N. C. Kingsbury Chapter 
of the Telephone Pioneers of America 
and a member of the American Legion. 


Vv 


“Serves” Telephone Calls 
To Wounded Soldiers 

The “telecart,” a device similar to 
a tea wagon, serving telephone calls 
rather than beverage to returned 
wounded soldiers at their bedsides, 
made its appearance at Camp Shanks, 
Orangeburg, N. Y., recently. 

With cables stretching to any bed 
in the ward, it is a self-contained unit 
complete with switchboard and tele- 
phone operator. Eliminating portable 
handset, the device provides direct com- 
munication with the long distance op- 
erator through the telephone center in 
the basement of the 2,700-bed hospital. 

A demonstration of its speed was 
given when a call from Sgt. Nicholas 
Peters of Lincoln, Neb., was put 
through to his wife, Myrtle Mae, an 
employe of the Federal Reserve Bank in 
Chicago, in 24% minutes. Mrs. Peters 
did not even know her husband was in 
the country. The elapsed time included 
the time it took for the call to be 
directed to her department through the 
Federal Reserve switchboard. 





Teach Children Proper 
Use of Telephone 

Children should be taught the proper 
use of the telephone before they are 
allowed to handle the instrument, states 
Ruth Crowley, R.N., in her column, 
“Today’s Children,” which appeared re- 
cently in the Chicago (Ill.) Sun. The 
article states: 


The three or four-year-old child who 
wants to say “hello” to grandmother 
when she calls should be allowed to say 
merely “hello” and “good-bye.” The 
older child can be permitted to talk 
with relatives and very close friends 
only when he has something to say and 
the parties have consented to talk with 
the child. A child able to speak clearly 
and to remember a number long enough 
to give it to the operator can be per- 
mitted to call a number, but he should 
be discouraged from running to the 
telephone a dozen times an hour just to 
be calling someone. 

If the friend he wishes to call lives 
just down the block, the child should be 
made to go to him in person rather 
than monopolize a telephone. His calls 
should be limited to only necessary mes- 
sages and he should be told that if he 
wishes to answer the telephone, he may 
do so only if he makes the proper re- 
sponses over the instrument. His con- 
versation should be brief and he should 
make no attempt to engage the person 
calling, unless that person begins a con- 
versation. 
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AMERICAN TELEPHONE 


AND 


TELEGRAPH CONDENSERS 


SPECIFICATION SHEETS ON REQUEST 


AMERICAN CONDENSER CO. 


4410 No. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 40, Ill. 











Test-O-Lite 


TESTS ANY VOLTAGE... 
100 to 550 Volts, A.C. or D.C. 
Safely, Swiftly, Surely 
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4A THE NEON GLOW 
LOCATES TROUBLE INSTANTLY 


Indicates hot or grounded 
wires. Tells AC from DC. 
Far superior to ordinary 
clumsy test bulb. Indispens- 
able in shop or home. Has 
PATENTED safety features. 
Vest pocket size. 

Life time quarantee. List 
$1.50. (Priority A-7 re- 
quired.) Purchase thru 
elec trical dealers. 


For Quick Soldering 


A small quantity applied to the joints 
to be soldered will, WHEN HEATED, 
flow and unite the parts the same as 
wire and bar solder No flux or solder- 
ing iron required. (Priority A-7 or bet- 
ter) 25c tubes; 1, 5, 10 and 25-Ib. cans. 


L.S. BRACH Mfg. Corp. 


Newark, N. J. 
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| PEGGY LYNN PETERSON, granddaughter of MR. 
AND MRS. RALPH HARTWIG, Pearl City, Ill., | 


is shown telephoning her daddy, 

PETERSON. The teleph y didn't com- 

plete her call, however, as Peggy Lynn used 
her own private telephone. 


SGT. IVAN 





Files for Incorporation 


Papers of incorporation recently were 


| filed for the Langnau (Ky.) Telephone 
| Co., 


Laurel County, listing as stock- 
holders 26 persons. Capital stock was 
set up at $260. 


Vv 
Hard Worker at 88 


W. H. PELLINGTON, manager of the 
Sharon (Wis.) Telephone Co., cele- 
brated his 88th birthday March 24 by 
helping to rebuild a country telephone 
line. 


Vv 
Asks Property Record Extension 


Expressing the opinion that man- 
power and other shortages have made 
it impossible for Class A and B tele- 
phone companies to complete a con- 
tinuing property record by June 30, as 
required by the Federal Communica- 





tions Commission, the Continuing Prop- | 


| erty Record Committee of the United 


States Independent Telephone Associ- 
ation on May 11 sent a letter to the 
FCC formally requesting an extension 


of the completion date to the end of | 


the war. 
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This powerful pruner cuts closer, is stronger 
than any other similar tool on the market. 
Can be operated in close tangled growth; 
cutting easily and cleanly branches up to 
1/2” in diameter. No trouble with spring 
breakage. 

Here is the only pruner with the famous 
Seymour Smith “Center Cut" construction; 
safety catch to lock blade closed; one piece 
tempered tool steel blade; reinforced hook; 
extra long life spring; ball bearing pulley; 
highest quality chain; unbreakable iron head. 


Designed by experts for experts; demanded 
by public utility companies everywhere, it 
will pay you to write for literature and prices. 


SEYMOURSMITH & SON, Inc. 


609 Main Street 
OAKVILLE, CONNECTICUT 
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> No. 324 Simplex Wire Ten- : 
ie sioning Jack. 2-tons capac- " 
> sity. 20/4" take-up with 4 
* every grip. Weighs 4 
only 13 Ibs. g 
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One man readily and safely pulls 
overhead and underground cables, 
or takes up the slack in guy, trol- 
ley and transport wires. Quickly 
hitched, using standard wire grips 
and slings. Exerts a powerful 
straight line pull. Lever has safety 
clip—cannot fall out. 


LEVER $ 


Jacks 


Templeton, Kenly & Co. 
Chicago (44), Illinois 


Better, Safer Jacks Since 1899 
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Clapham Appointed Gary Group 
Publicity Director 

Herbert E. Clapham, for 20 years 
advertising manager for Automatic 
Electric Co., Chicago, Ill., and its affili- 
ated distributing companies, has been 
appointed director of publicity for the 
Gary Group of telephone manufactur- 
ing, operating and service companies, | 
effective June 1. With this expansion | 








H. E. CLAPHAM 


of his duties, he now has complete 
charge of all publicity activities for- 
merly carried on by various individuals 
in the Gary Group and acts as liaison 
officer with respect to the publication of 
all information relating to group oper- 
ations, policies and personalities, 

As a result of his long association 
with Automatic Electric Co. and its 
field organization and affiliated com- 
panies, and his contacts with telephone 
operating organizations, Mr. Clapham 
has acquired a broad knowledge of all 
phases of the telephone business and a 
keen understanding of the commercial, 
operating and technical problems which 
the industry faces. It is expected that 
this experience will serve as an effec- 
tive background for the discharge of 
his enlarged responsibilities to the 
benefit of both the Gary Group and 
the industry as a whole. 

Mr. Clapham entered the employ of 
Automatic Electric Co. in 1917 as 
laboratory assistant in the company’s 
research department. After brief mili- 
tary service during World War I, he 
returned to Chicago to take the com- 
pany’s technical training course and, 
after some months as installer, entered 
the equipment engineering department. 


A temporary assignment as writer of | 


articles on various telephone subjects 


led to his transfer in 1921 to the ad- | 


vertising department as assistant ad- 
vertising manager. 


In 1924, he was appointed advertis- 
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STNUMBERG-CARSON 


POLES 


Bearing this 
Trade Mark 








“The Stamp 
of Character" 


Product of 


T.J.MOSS 


TIE COMPANY 


Poles bearing this trade-mark 
are your guarantee of the 
highest quality creosoted 
southern yellow pine poles. 


Every pole bearing this mark 
is completely supervised from 
tree to consumer by men 
experienced in the industry. 








HABIRSHAW 





No.17 Bronze Drop Wire 


Distributed Exclusively by 


STROMBERG-CARLSON 


High strength bronze con- 
ductor . . . expertly blended 
synthetic rubber insulation 
. . . soft, unbleached cotton 
braid, thoroughly saturated 
to provide a long-lived mois- 
ture-resisting covering. 


A Quality Product Made by 


Phelps Dodge 
Copper Products 
Corporation 


Habirshaw Cable and Wire 
Division 








STROMBERG-CARLSON COMPANY Say 


Factory and General Offices: Rochester 3, New York, U.S.A. 
Branch Offices: Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco, Toronto 











ing manager with full responsibility 
for the preparation and publication of 
all commercial advertising in the tele- 
phone trade press and other magazines, 
and the publication of the company’s 
house organs. Since that time, the ex- 
pansion in the scope and volume of the 
company’s business has called for a 
commensurate growth in the volume 
of publicity and the preparation of an 
increasing amount of printed material 
to meet the needs of the company and 
its customers in the telephone and in- 
dustrial fields. In addition to supervis- 
ing this work, Mr. Clapham has been 
a frequent contributor of articles to the 
telephone trade press and other maga- 
zines. 

The new arrangement is expected to 
provide an effective framework for the 
enlargement and co-ordination of all 
publicity work for the entire Gary 
Group, and thus to help establish a 
basis for meeting the new and complex 
conditions which the return to peace- 
time operation will bring to the in- 
dustry. 
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Transfer Independent Manager 
LISLE SHRADAR, manager of the IIli- 

nois Commercial Telephone Co. at 

Metropolis | for the past three years, 








dependable 
edar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TIE Co. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 











Cedar Poles 
MAC GILLIS & GIBBS COMPANY 


Wells Bidge., Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
* * 
Northern White and Western Red 
Cedar Poles—Plain or Butt-Treated 








POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Reennengene, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 











International Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








a Creosoting Company, Pen- 
reosot: Southern Pine. 
Poles. "of Sapertor Long Leaf Quality. 








recently accepted the managership of 
the exchange at Paxton. OREN DREW 
succeeds him at the Metropolis office. 
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Leich Ad Wins Second 
Artist's Merit Award 

For the second consecutive year, an 
advertisement of Leich Sales Corp., 
Chicago, Ill., has been honored by the 
Art Director’s Club of Chicago with a 
merit award for business paper adver- 
tisements in its annual exhibition of 
advertising art. 

The advertisement, which is entitled 
“This Little Leich Switchboard Key 
Volunteered for Extra War Service, 
appeared in the July 1, 1944, issue of 
TELEPHONY. It is now on exhibit at the 
Art Institute of Chicago and will be 
shown later in galleries at Minneapo- 
lis, Minn.; Milwaukee and Racine, Wis.; 
Toledo, Ohio, and Kansas City, Mo. 

The illustration for the winning ad- 
vertisement was executed by Ralph 
Weir of Ralph Weir Associates under 
the direction of W. S. Cadwell, vice 
president of Leich Sales Corp. 
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Stromberg-Carlison Gets Fifth 
Army-Navy "E" Award 

Dr. Ray H. Manson, president, 
Stromberg-Carlson Co., Rochester, N. 
Y., recently announced that the com- 
pany had been awarded a fourth white 
star for its Army-Navy “E” pennant. 
This fifth honor followed by less than 
two months the company’s report of 
the greatest production for 1944 in its 
51-year history. 

The Army-Navy board making the 
award further honored the company, 
Dr. Manson said, in permitting it to 
retain the “E” flag an entire year be- 
fore being considered for the next re- 
newal, three months beyond the period 
customarily granted. 


” 





Best Story of the Week — 
What's Yours? 

A new operator of the West 
Iowa Telephone Co. at Anita was 
being trained by Geraldine 
Cleaver, chief operator. The girl 
had formerly clerked in a dime 
store. One of the first afternoons 
that she had been answering sub- 
scribers, she got pretty busy and 
a trifle confused. Suddenly, as she 
plugged in on a signal, she sur- 
prised herself and the chief op- 
erator, too, by saying, “May I 
help you?” instead of “Number, 
please?” Anyway, the subscriber 
gave her the number. 








ATLANTIC 
Creosoting Co., Inc., 17 Battery Pi., N.Y. C. 
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ADVERTISING 


L.M.BERRY & CO. 
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TELEPHONE L.D. 16 
TELEPHONE BLDG., DAYTON, OHIO 





Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH, BOGGS and CO. 
Certified Public Accountants 


803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND. 








MANFRED K. TOEPPEN 


Engineer 


Consultation @ Investigation 
Reports 


261 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 








INSPECTION SERVICE 


For poles, crossarms, and other timber Po 
ucts. Preservative treatments of ber 
products. Analyses of wood preservatives. 


A. W. WILLIAMS INSPECTION COMPANY 


Main office and laboratories: Mobile, Ala. 
Branch offices: New York and St. Louis. 
i] tors tly located for prompt service. 











J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Bate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 

3324 Bankers Bldg., Chicago 
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Classified Section 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 


Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 





HELP WANTED 


HELP WANTED: Large telephone 
company operating in Kentucky and 
Tennessee has openings for plant super- 
intendent, district manager and auto- 
matic central office equipment main- 
tainer. Inquiries from qualified indi- 
viduals solicited. State age, experience 
and draft status. Write Box No. 2163, 
c/o TELEPHONY. 


WANTED: Competent man _ who 
understands construction and mainte- 
nance for line foreman. Also, cable 
splicer and linemen. Work will be per- 
manent. Good wages. If interested, write 
to PLATTE VALLEY TELE PHONE 
CORP., Scottsbluff, Neb. 


W ANTED: Lineman for telephone 
company operating approximately 2,500 
stations in eastern Pennsylvania. Give 
full information as to age, experience, 
draft status, etc. Statement of avail- 
ability necessary. Write Box 2152, c/o 
TELEPHONY. 


WANTED: Telephone Accountant— 
qualified to supervise all phases of tele- 
— accounting for Class A com- 
panies. Give full information as to age, 
experience, draft status, etc. Attach 
small photograph. Write Telephone 
Services, Inc., 16th Floor, Lincoln 
Tower, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


WANTED: Combination plant man 
able to maintain both inside and out- 
side plant of either common battery or 
magneto exchange. Opportunity for 
permanent employment and good wages. 
Give age, experience, draft status and 
availability. Write Oklahoma _ Tele- 
phone Co., Broken Arrow, Okla. 





HELP WANTED 


WANTED: ‘Competent man ender 
45 desiring peacetime job, who under- 
stands construction, switchboards and 
trouble shooting for a small group of 
exchanges in Wisconsin with under 
2,000 subscribers, to work with small 
crew and supervise work and inde- 
pendently as needed. If interested, no- 
tify this office giving qualifications and 
experience. Write Box 2158, c/o TE- 
LEPHONY. 





‘WANTED—DIS STRICT MANA- 
GERS: A midwestern Class A tele- 
phone company has an opportunity for 
one or two enterprising men as district 
managers. These men must be hustlers, 
thoroughly versed in the plant, com- 
mercial and traffic functions of the 
telephone business and capable of su- 
pervising five to seven exchanges. Sal- 
ary commensurate with ability and 
eo State all qualifications 

particulars in first letter. WMC 
regulations observed. Write Box No. 
2157, c/o TELEPHONY. 





FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Two-position Western 
Electric No. 551B PBX, each position 
equipped with line relays, 80 lines, 10 
trunks, 15 cord circuits, with terminals, 
fuses. Wall type, complete with three- 
ampere charger and charge control 
unit. Also, equipped with a Western 
Electric eight- station crash alarm with 
remote control feature. This equipment, 
new in 1944, and used slightly over one 
year. Write Ellensburg Telephone Co., 
Ellensburg, Wash. 





20 PAIRS PER STRIP 
1168-A 1268-A 
1169-A 1269-A 


23 PAIRS PER STRIP 
1168-B 1268-B 


THESE CAN ALSO BE FURNISHED 
MOUNTED WITH FANNING STRIPS IN 
40 AND 60 LINE GROUPS FOR WALL 
MOUNTING. OTHER PROTECTOR 
GROUPS SUCH AS NO. 1078 AND 
1435 ETC., ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
PROMPT SHIPMENT. 


BUCKEYE 


TELEPHONE & SUPPLY CO. 
COLUMBUS 6, OHIO 





RECONDITIONED 


W. E. CO. CENTRAL OFFICE PROTECTION 


NO RATING REQUIRED 
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Name C. R. Wickard REA Head 
CLAUDE R. WicKARD of Indiana, for- 
mer secretary of agriculture, on May 
| 23 was appointed by President Truman 


as rural electrification administrator, 
to be effective upon confirmation by the 
United States Senate. 


Vv 
OBITUARIES 


Arvip S. ANDREWS, 39, accountant in 
the general office of the Union Tele- 


phone Co., Owosso, Mich., died recently 
following a heart attack. 
* * 
EpWIN L. BARBER, former banker 


and telephone company executive of the 
Northwestern Telephone Service Co., 
Wauseon, Ohio, died May 13 in his 
home in Cleveland. 


In partnership with James S. Brailey 
of Toledo, Mr. Barber premated and 
built the old Toledo Home Telephone 


Co. in 1901. The partnership established 
the Kansas City, Mo., Louisville, Ky., 
and Utica, N. Y., Home Telephone 
companies, and more than 40 other 
smaller companies. Mr. Barber served 
as president of the Toledo company for 
several years before selling his inter- 
ests to Mr. Brailey. 
He is survived by a daughter. 


* + 


AppDIE M. BREWER, retired, forme: 
night operator and assistant chief oper- 
ator for the Lincoln (Neb.) Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. at its Wymore ex- 
change, died recently. 


A. G. ISRAELSON, retired, former 
manager of the Saronville exchange of 
the Lincoln (Neb.) Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., died recently. 


BARTLETT No. 1-WE 
Combination Pruner & Saw 
AILABLE 
on. PRIORITIES. 
Two complete tools 
- » » EASILY 
CARRIED IN SMALL 
CAR OR MOTOR 
CYCLE. 
Length 4 
30 in. Pruner 
30 in. Saw 1% Ibs. 


72 in. Section 2 tbs. 
72 in, Section 1% tbs. 


Total Weight & Ibs. 


be quickly and easily 
accom pied te make 
of these two tools: 
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mer (1 Ya" waa. 


1 A agp cuttin 
le Saw 144, ft. 
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No. |-WE Pruner Head Section 
No. 44-WE Saw Head Section 
intermediate Extra Section 


Bottom Extra Section 














Write for free catalog today. 


BARTLETT MFG. CO., 3051 E. Grand Bivd. 
DETROIT 2, MICH. 
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Homelite Corporation 

Hubbard & Co 

Indiana Steel & Wire Co 

International Creosoting & 
Construction Co. 


| Jenkins Bros. 


Johns-Manville 


Joslyn Mfg. & Supply Co 
Ka-Mo Tools, 
Kearney Corp., James R 
Kellogg Switchboard & Supply 
Kester Solder Corp 
Klein & Sons, Mathias 
Leeds & Northrup Co 
Leich Sales Corporation 
Lenz Electric Mfg. Co 
Line Material Co 
Linen Thread Co., Inc., The........ 
Loomis Advertising Co............... 
Lorain Products Corporation, The.. 
MacGillis & Gibbs Co 
Mathewson Company, 
Matthews Corp., 
Michigan Pole & Tie 
Morley Co., 
Moss Tie Co., T. . 
Murdock Co., Wm. 
National Carbon Co., Inc.... 
National Fireproofing Co. ........... 
National Telephone Supply Co.......27 
North Bros. Mfg. 
North Electric Mfg. Co.. 
Oliver Iron & Steel Corp 
Overton Co., S. 
Owens-Illinois Glass Co., 
Hemingray Division 
Page & Hill Co 
Paragon Electric 
Partridge Lumber Co., 
Pensacola Creosoting Co... 
OREO TURE Bec cic ccsieccccsssscs 
Phelps Dodge Copper Products Corp 
Philco Corp. (Battery Division) 
Plastic Wire & Cable Corp........... 
Porcelain Products, Inc... 
Premax Products, Inc 
Raytheon Mfg. Co 
Ray-O-Vac Company 
Rebuilt Electric Equipment Co 
Reliable Electric Co 
Remington Rand, 
Rhodes & Sons, M. 
Roeblings Sons Co., John A. 
Runzel Cord & Wire Co 
Schauer Machine Co., 
Schollhorn Co., Wm., 
Seymour Smith & Sons, Inc 
Sloan and Cook 
Stromberg-Carlson Company 
Sturgis Posture Chair Co 
Suttle Equipment Co 
Sylvania Electric Products, Inc 
Taylor-Colquitt Co., 
Telephone Repair and Supply Co 
Templeton, Kenly & Co 
Toeppen, Manfred K 
Union Carbide & Carbon Corp 
United States Motors Corp 
United States Steel Corp 
United Transformer Corp. .............- 
Vulcan Electric Co 
Webster Electric Co 
Western Electric Co 
Weston Electric Instrument Corp 
Whitney Blake Co 
Williams, A. W., Inspection Co 
Wiremold Co., 
Wood Preserving Division, 
Koppers Company 
Wray & Co., 
York-Hoover Corp. 
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